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  Number 430 – 12th December 2023 
  

 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
We are on the countdown to Christmas and it is a good time to take stock of what is happening 
around us and evaluate all the blessings that we have from God. 
It is important to remember that our school is a very inclusive, welcoming school, we have a very 
diverse make up of families and children and we cater for a variety of needs. We try our hardest to 
support all our families and children despite the current funding cuts. It is important to remember 
we are all unique and special and loved by God and the Holy Family. We do understand that there 
can be issues between children, but it is important for all adults to model to our children the 
importance of accepting and loving all of God’s family. Also, as you are aware, we have an open-
door policy so any concerns or issues which you may have need to be brought to the attention of 
school staff. We pray for those in our communities who are suffering conflict of any kind in their 
personal or work lives. 
 
Christmas Shows 
Last week some classes performed their Christmas shows. We had amazing performances from 
Reception, Year 1 & Year 2, and Year 3 & Year 4. It was lovely to see so many parents at these 
shows. It put everyone in the Christmas spirit and it reminded us what Christmas should be all 
about. 
This week we continue with performances from Year 5 & Year 6 and Nursery on Thursday. I am 
sure that we will see a big turnout also for these shows. 
 
Careers and Aspirations week  
On the week beginning Monday 27th November we held our Careers and Aspirations week in 
school. We had a fantastic array of guests in to talk to the children and inspire them on their future 
pathways. A huge thank you to all the parents and friends who gave up their time to come in and 
talk to the children. We also had lots of children who shadowed staff and learnt a lot more about 
how our school is run. The children really enjoyed all the different activities throughout the week 
and it has given them so much to aspire towards. 

Christmas Fair 

Thank you to everyone who supported our Christmas Fair and Raffle Draw on Friday. It was a 
really enjoyable event and we will let you know later how much we have raised. Special thanks to 
all the parents and staff who helped with the planning, setting up and running of the Fair. If you 
would like to get involved and help out at future events, please pass your name to the school 
office and we will direct you towards the Friends of St Margaret Clitherow. Any additional 
support would be greatly appreciated.  

It would not be possible to hold these events without your support so thank you! I would also like 
to say a huge thank you to the Friends of St Margaret Clitherow for organising the Christmas 
Fair. It was a great success. Thank you to all my staff for giving up their time to help out with 
the running of the fair. It was a real team effort.  

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Should you have any queries please contact us on: admin@clitherow.brent.sch.uk 
iheath@clitherow.brent.sch.uk or bnolan@clitherow.brent.sch.uk 

 

 

mailto:admin@clitherow.brent.sch.uk
mailto:iheath@clitherow.brent.sch.uk
mailto:bnolan@clitherow.brent.sch.uk
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Film Nights 

This week we have our very popular film nights taking place. If you have not already done so, 
please book these on Parentpay. 

 

Christmas Discos 
 

On the final week of the term, we will have Christmas Discos for Y1-Y3 on Monday and Y4-Y6 on 
Tuesday. If you have not already done so, please book these on Parentpay. 

 

Christmas Holidays 

We break up for Christmas on Thursday 21st December at 1:30pm and return on 
Tuesday 9th January. As always, we will be closely monitoring the attendance especially 
on the last week of term and at the start of term. The EWO will be requesting a list of 
names of children absent during those times. 

 

Christmas Holiday Camp 

Please see the attached letter regarding the Christmas Holiday Camp. Pupil in receipt of 
pupil premium or FSM are eligible for FREE PLACES. Please see me for the eligibility 
letter. 

Also, the LA is providing Edenred vouchers for the Christmas holidays so if you think your 
circumstances have changed and you might now be eligible, please go on the link below 
as soon as possible so that we can apply for the vouchers before the end of term. 

Additional Funding & Free School Meals Application 
 
 

Further updates will be sent next week. 
 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support. 
 
 
Mrs Heath 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
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FORTHCOMING DATES 

13th Dec 
Film night: Infants, Year 1 and Year 
2 
 

14th Dec 
Film night: Juniors, Year 5 and 
Year 6 
 

14th Dec – 
Christmas Concerts 

Y5 and Y6 – 9.30am 
N – 11.00 am  

18th Dec 
INFANTS’ DISCO (Y1, Y2 AND Y3) 
3.00-4.00 
Own clothes for Y1, Y2 and Y3 

19th Dec 

3.15-4.15 - JUNIORS’ DISCO 
Own clothes for Y4, Y5 Y6 to bring 
a change of clothes 
 

21st Dec Last day of Autumn Term 

Please check out the calendar on the jotter for 
dates and times of events. 

 

  
  

Class Saints Day 
The children can wear their own clothes and 

celebrate their Saint. 
 

Reception: St Francis of Assisi – 4th October 
 

Year 1: St Patrick – 17th March 
 

Year 2: St David – 1st March 
 

Year 3: St Andrew – 30th November 
 

Year 4: St George – 23rd April 
 

Year 5: St Vincent De Paul – 27th September 
 

Year 6: St Martin de Porres – 3rd November 

Year 5 –  

 

Year 4 –  

 
 
 

Year 6 –  

 

Year 3 –  

 

Year 2 –  
 

 

Year 1 –  

See next newsletter  

ATTENDANCE WEEK COMMENCING 
27th Nov to 1st Dec 2023 

 
Year 1 – 94.5%   
Year 2 – 89.3% 
Year 3 –92.9%  
Year 4 – 96.9%  
Year 5 – 96.7%  
Year 6 – 97%  

Whole school overall – 95% 
 

EXPECTED ATTENDANCE MINIMUM 
OF 96% 
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